
On behalf of the staff and Board of Directors, we are pleased to present the 2012 Annual Report.  The

Sandusky/Erie County Community Foundation has seen encouraging growth and change in 2012.  We have

increased our assets and expanded the variety of funds we use to meet our donors’ needs.

We have continued our grant making and initiative work in Erie County and have seen meaningful, positive

change.   Dilapidated buildings have been razed or restored through the Erie County Land Bank.  Local jobs have

been created and retained through the RISE Business Incubator.  Hungry people have received food through a

network of area food banks, and so much more is being done in Erie County.

In an attempt to be good stewards of our resources, this year’s annual report is abbreviated.  Complete listings

of our donors, grants program and funds can be found on our website at www.sanduskyfoundation.org.

Thank you all for your continued interest and work toward improving the quality of life in Erie County.

Sincerely,





Dorn Foundation $1 Million Challenge Grant



Six local foundations donated a total of $15,000 to the 2012 Downtown

Beautification project, which was modeled after a similar project at

Westlake's Crocker Park. Donors included Sidney Frohman Foundation,

Mylander Foundation, Frost-Parker Foundation, Wightman-Wieber

Foundation, Sandusky/Erie County Community Foundation and the Dorn

Foundation.  Sandusky Main Street worked with the City of Sandusky and

Barnes  Nursery to make the project a reality.  Through their efforts, and

the  Foundations’ funding, the initial 74 large planters were installed

early summer 2012.

The project was so successful, additional planters were purchased to

expand the project in coming years.

Safety comes first when you are building houses

with a group of volunteers.  Local Foundations

collaborated to provide safety equipment for

Firelands Habitat for Humanity.

The HUGS roofing guardrail system and the

scaffolding safety equipment allow hundreds of

Habitat for Humanity volunteers to work more

safely on roofs and scaffolding as they make the

dream of home ownership a reality for deserving

Erie County residents.

Firelands Habitat for Humanity has been building homes for families in Erie and Huron Counties for more than 23

years.  They recently built their 85th house using the new safety systems and equipment.  Hundreds of Habitat

volunteers have been able to work more safely due to the equipment grant and  dozens of homes and thousands of

volunteers will benefit for years to come.

While responding to needs in our communities, the Sandusky/Erie County Community Foundation will sometimes take on

special projects that are larger in scope, duration or impact than our community grants.  Working through the Erie County

Foundations’ Council, the Community Foundation takes an active leadership role in the development and implementation of

these Initiatives in Erie County.  The Erie County Foundations’ Council is an informal group of grant making foundations in Erie

County providing opportunities for participants to identify community issues and invest in solutions to move Erie County

forward.
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The Youth Advisory Council is comprised of fourteen Erie County high school students, two

from each of the seven Erie County high schools.  The Youth Advisory Council students visit

non-profit organizations in Erie County each month during the school year to learn about

the organization and how the organization serves our community’s needs.  The Council

also distributes grant monies through its own community grants program each Spring.


